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JAVA
1.  THE KINGDOM OF MATARAM
P*
Reference has been made above to an important Hindu
kingdom in Western Java, under king Piirnavarman, in the fifth or
sixth century A.D. For the next two or three hundred years we
have no definite information regarding the political history of the
country. But about the beginning of the eighth century A.D. a
powerful kingdom was founded in Central Java. Its capital was
probably at Mataram which nearly nine hundred years later gave
the name to a powerful Muslim principality in Java. The old
Hindu kingdom of Mataram was founded by king Sannaha who is
said to have ruled righteously like Manu for a long time. He died
some time before 732 A.D., and was succeeded by Sanjaya, who
was a very powerful king and a great conqueror. After conquering
the whole of Java and Bali, he is said to have led expeditions to
Sumatra, Cambodia and other lands beyond the sea.
Not long after the death of Sanjaya Central Java was conquered
by the Sailendras. The exact status and position of the royal
dynasty founded by Sanjaya during the period of Sailendra supremacy
cannot be determined. It appears that the rulers of Mataram
continued to rule from a capital about 150 miles further towards
the east But before the close of the ninth century A.D. the old
capital of the kingdom was recovered by them. Dharmodaya
Mahasambhu who reigned at least from A.D. 898 to 910 certainly
ruled both tfver Central and Eastern Java.
Contemporary inscriptions leave no doubt that Central Java
continued to be the chief seat of culture and political authority
throughout the eighth and ninth centuries AD. But Eastern Java
now gradually comes into prominence, due no doubt to the long
residence of the Javanese kings in the east during the dominance
of the Sailendra'rulers in the central region.